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THE ACCIDENT INSURANCE SITUATION.

Representatives of the State Society, the San
Francisco County Society, the State Commission
and of several insurance companies have had a
number of long conferences during the last month
and have come to a better understanding of the
case and. to a tentative agreement that seems to
offer a clearing up, to a great extent, of many of
the apparent difficulties. Of course there will
be special cases and special problems galore, but
they will have to be dealt with as they come along
and treated as special cases for adjustment. In
general, the plan agreed upon by all is about that
outlined as a suggestion in the JOURNAL for Febru-
ary and March. The fundamental principles are
about as follows: All signed contracts to do this
work in all cases are to' be withdrawn or not
renewed when they expire. This does away with
the objection of having a definitely fixed minimum
and maximum fee for a given sort of work regard-
less of the income of the patient. The fee schedule
that will be put out is one which it is understood
is to. apply to all cases of accidental injury oc-
curring to persons of an earning capacity where
such fees would be as high as a physician would
ordinarily charge if the patient were to pay the
bill himself. In cases where special work is re-
quired, mileage, etc., special additional charges
will be paid. This does away with another mani-
fest injustice of the original-'pan. The employer
or the company may select4'' physician to suit it-
self or the patient, from the membership of the
county unit; of course a change of physician may
be permitted at any time, in case there is reason
to believe that the treatment might be better or for
any good reason, just as is the case in private
practice. If a dispute arises as to the charges made
by a physician being proper or improper, it is to
be referred to the County Unit for adjustment;
if that does not settle it, to the State Society
and if there is still a difference of opinion, to an
arbitration committee of three, chosen in the usual
way, one by each side and these two choose the
third. This protects the companies to a very great
extent, for even though a physician might send in
a dishonest or exorbitant bill if he thought no
one would know it, he will stop and think about
doing so if he knows that it is liable to be sub-
jected to the-careful scrutiny of all his fellows; no
man likes to appear in a bad light before his own
kind. Sixty per cent. of the accident cases that
will be treated will be very insignificant and the
fees allowed-will, in the end, average a good deal
more than the physicians would receive if there
were no such law, for a very large number of
minor injuries that would never receive medical
attention will now call for the services of a doc-
tor-because the injured person does not have to
pay for it! That is just human nature.
A word of caution to our County Medical So-

cieties. Do not pass resolutions of an arbitrary
and pugilistic nature; wait until this plan is per-
fected in its details and the matter can be passed
upon by the State Society at the April meeting.
We must recognize the fact that the law is here
and that, in some form, it is here to stay. It is

very much better for us to work in harmony with
the Insurance Commission and with the companies
and get things into as good shape as possible, than
to fight them or be nasty and say that we won't
play because certain things ought not to be so; it
is not a question of what ought or ought not to be,
but of what actually is, that we have to consider.
There is not the slightest doubt but that the plan
we are now working on and that will be submitted
for discussion and approval at the State meeting
at Santa Barbara, will put California physicians in
a far better condition than that of our brother
physicians in any other state where a similar law
is in existence. It has taken a great deal of
time and thought and hard work to get these vexa-
tious and badly tangled problems somewhat
straightened out, but it can be done and is being
done. The companies and the commission have
come to see the truth of what we said in the
January number-that it is to their own financial
advantage to be sure of good medical attention
and have some control over the medical situation-
and this they can only do by working with the
State Society; and we can only secure more liberal
and courteous treatment at the hands of the com-
panies by working with them and helping them
to the end that all parties to the contract may
be absolutely sure of getting fair and honest
treatment.

NOTICE!

Forty-Fourth Annual Meeting.

SANTA BARBARA, HOTEL POTTER,
APRIL 14, 15 AND 16, 1914.

RAILROAD RATES. The customary railroad rate
of one and one-third fare, provided 50 or more
are in attendance, will prevail. When you buy
your ticket to go to Santa Barbara, pay the full
fare and get a receipt-certificate. When you get
to Santa Barbara, present this to the Secretary to
be signed and then when you get your return
ticket, hand this receipt to the agent and he will
give you a return ticket for one-third the full fare.
Do not fail to get the receipt-certificate or to have
it signed by the Secretary, for if you do, you have
no redress.
HOTEL RATES. The rates this year are on the

European plan and do not include meals.
Room, without bath, one person, $I.OO
Room, without bath, two persons, I.50
Room with bath, one person, 2.00
Room with bath, two persons, 3.00

Those who desire may be accommodated on the
American plan, in which case add $2.50 per day
per person to the above rates.


